
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Friday 30th September 2022 

 
Morning Drop-off 

All pupils (from 
Reception to Year 6) can 
come into school from 
8.40 a.m. – we will open 
our Rockingham Road 
entrance at this time. 
Please try to arrive 
before 8.45 a.m. so we 
can start our morning 
lessons on time (this 
gate will be locked at 
8.50am). 
Pupils arriving at the 
main entrance (after 
this time) will be 
marked in the register 
as late. 
 

Collection Times 
All classes (Reception to 
Year 6) finish school at 
3.15pm.  
Please use our  
1-way system to avoid 
congestion in our 
narrow alleyway into 
school: 
Parents should access 
the school through the 
Rockingham Close 
entrance and then walk 
through the KS1 
playground to leave 
through the green gate 
on Rockingham Road. 
 

P.E. Lessons 
All pupils (Years 1 to 6) 
get changed in school for 
their PE lessons. The 
children have been 
asked to bring in their PE 
kits every Monday and 
then take them home 
again every Friday.  
 
 
 

 

 
Year 4 Workshop 
Today our Year 4 class took part in a workshop led by a representative from 
the Canal and River Trust (supporting work they will cover in their Geography 
lessons). This session compared rivers and canals and explored why, when 
and how canals were built using photographs of our local Grand Union canal 
as an example. The GU canal links London to Birmingham, passing through 
Uxbridge on the way. In the past, Uxbridge produced most of London’s flour 
transporting it along the canal. 

 
 
 
National Poetry Day 
Thursday 6th of October is National Poetry Day. This year's theme is 'The 
Environment'. To celebrate, pupils will have a go at reciting poems as well as 
writing their own. Further details from Miss Gahan (English Subject Leader) 
below: 
https://nationalpoetryday.co.uk/celebrate-national-poetry-day/ 
 
Hot Meal Service – IMPORTANT Changes 
The children have been getting used to a new electronic signing in system 
this week. Pupils now click on their photograph at the serving hatch, which 
then lets our kitchen staff know which meal to serve each child. 
Pupils are also allocated a dessert based on what parents/carers select on 
the Pantry website e.g. fruit, ice-cream, cookies, yoghurt.  
Please ensure you click on the correct option when you order as the 
Pantry are only sending us enough fruit, and other desserts, based on 
what has been ordered by parents online. 

 
Individual Photograph Day 
Our school photographer (from Tempest) is visiting school on Monday to take 
individual photographs of all pupils. Pupils require their full school uniform 
including a school tie (when wearing a shirt). 
 

‘We held our second meeting this week with a focus on 
recycling and reducing the use of paper in each class. 
We purchased these new recycling boxes for each class 
and nominated a monitor who will empty the individual 
boxes into our main school recycling bin (collected by 
the Hillingdon Council).’ 

School Council Reps 
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https://nationalpoetryday.co.uk/celebrate-national-poetry-day/


 

Secondary School Applications 

If you have a child born between 1 September 2011 and 31 August 2012 (Year 6 child), you 

must apply for your child to start secondary school in September 2023. 

The deadline for on-time applications is Monday 31 October 2022. 

Further information from the Hillingdon LA: 

https://www.hillingdon.gov.uk/secondary#Key%20dates 

 

Hillingdon SENDIASS website 

Hillingdon SENDIASS is a free, confidential and impartial support service for parents and 

carers, children and young people up to 25 years where the child or young person has or may 

have special educational needs. Their website includes useful information and links to a range 

of support groups available: 

https://www.hillingdonsendiass.co.uk/ 

 

Uniform  

 

Please click the link for the updated uniform policy on our website. 
https://www.st-marys.hillingdon.sch.uk/page/?title=Uniform&pid=32&action=saved 
 

Instrumental Lessons 

We offer the following instrumental lessons: 

 

 Piano,  

 Guitar,  

 Violin,  

 Singing 

 Ukulele  

 

You can register by text at: 07782 503260  

OR 

Online at: 

www.stagetalent.co.uk/register 

 

 
 

https://www.hillingdon.gov.uk/secondary#Key%20dates
https://www.hillingdonsendiass.co.uk/
https://www.st-marys.hillingdon.sch.uk/page/?title=Uniform&pid=32&action=saved
http://www.stagetalent.co.uk/register


 
 

 

National Poetry Day Thursday 6th October 

National Poetry Day is the annual mass celebration on the first Thursday of October that 

encourages everyone to make, experience and share poetry with family and friends. 

Each year we come together because voices, words and stories help to bridge understanding 

in our community. 

This year’s theme is the environment.  In school children will be reciting, learning by heart, 

exploring and writing their own poetry throughout the week.   

 

Charlotte Hacking, learning programmes leader for the Centre for Literacy in Primary 

Education (CLPE) and a judge for the CLiPPA Poetry Award, shares some of the things your 

child can learn from reading and writing poetry. 

Children with a good awareness of rhyme and rhyming skills tend to become better readers 

and spellers.  A focus on rhyme helps them look at patterns within words and how they are 

formed, supporting word recognition and spelling. 

Playing with sounds and rhyming patterns in words supports the development of the vocal 

apparatus in the mouth, pharynx and nose, helping speech and language development. 

Poetry also paves the way for the articulation of phonemes as children start to 

tackle phonics in Reception.   

 

The tunes and patterns of poems on the page support children in developing reading fluency, 

meaning poetry is a perfect vehicle for engaging more reluctant readers, as well as for 

encouraging more confident readers to pay closer attention to the words on the page: an 

important skill for reading comprehension. 

https://clpe.org.uk/
https://clpe.org.uk/
https://clpe.org.uk/poetryline/clippa
https://www.theschoolrun.com/rhyme
https://www.theschoolrun.com/english/spelling
https://www.theschoolrun.com/improve-your-childs-speech-and-language-skills
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-a-phoneme
https://www.theschoolrun.com/your-phonics-questions-answered
https://www.theschoolrun.com/reading-comprehension-explained-parents


A poem is not a puzzle to be solved: there is no right or wrong answer when children are 

talking about poems or sharing opinions about what they are listening to or reading, 

which can give them confidence in expressing their views to others in the class. 

The physical space between lines and stanzas also provides pauses for children to reflect and 

make their own interpretations. 

Well-chosen poems can help inspire children to become writers themselves. They often gain 

a sense of voice, and think carefully about their subject matter, language, grammar and style 

through writing poetry of their own. 

Writing poems encourages them to reflect on their experience, recreate it, and shape it using 

their own voice. They can also experiment with different writing devices 

like alliteration and onomatopoeia, making their writing more dynamic and exciting. 

Poetry extends children’s interpretive skills and ability to infer and deduce beyond the literal 

words on the page: an important part of the Key Stage 2 English curriculum.  One of the 

strengths of poetry is its brevity: in a short piece of writing, children can look much more 

deeply at the author’s intent, understanding why choices have been made and the effects 

these have – a high-level skill as a reader and a writer.  

Poetry plays with language, and writers of poetry make deliberate choices in the way they 

use words and punctuation for the ultimate effect on the reader. Reading well-written poetry 

allows children to look at ways to compose ideas effectively, using the best language, the 

most thought-through layout and the most appropriate punctuation to convey meaning. 

Poetry supports the development of children’s emotional literacy. They can learn to 

manage and reflect on their emotions, feelings and behaviour through drawing on 

experiences they hear about in poems shared. 

When they write their own poetry, they can give form and significance to a particular event 

or feeling that was important to them, and communicate it to the reader or to the listener.10. 

It transports them to new worlds 

At a time when the world is connecting, changing and developing at an alarming rate, and 

where local, national and global events can have such an impact on children’s lives, poetry 

seems more necessary than ever to help them navigate and make sense of experiences, as 

well as providing some much needed entertainment and escapism, whether that’s through 

witty rhymes that make them giggle or mythical poems that transport them to a different 

space and time. 

Kind regards, 

Miss Gahan 

 

                                 

https://www.theschoolrun.com/alliteration-assonance-consonance
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-onomatopoeia
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-your-child-learns-key-stage-2-english


   UPCOMING EVENTS 
For a list of TERM DATES – please visit our school website: 

https://www.st-marys.hillingdon.sch.uk/ 

Date Event 

Monday 3rd October Individual Pupil Photographs (full uniform please) 

Wednesday 06th October  Census day ‘A taste of Italy’  

Friday 14th October Trinity Homeless Charity – Whole School Assembly 

Monday 17th October Start of One World Week 

Tuesday 18th October Parents’ Evening 3.30 – 5.30pm 

Thursday 20th October Parents’ Evening 3.30 – 5.30pm 

Friday 21st October  School finishes for half term (normal time)  
Half Term (One World) holiday project 

Monday 24th – Friday 28th October  HALF TERM (SCHOOL CLOSED)  

Monday 31st October  Inset day (SCHOOL CLOSED)  

Tuesday 01st November  Pupil’s return to school  

 

Here are some poems to share with your child. 

For Key Stage 2: 

All the Colours of the River 

by Matt Goodfellow 

when moonlight sings its freedom 

when darkness holds no fear 

when shadows flow together 

when ragged stars appear 

when wind-imprinted water holds her mirror to the skies 

she carries all the colours of the river in her eyes 

when ghosts of frost must take their leave 

when sadness slows its spin 

when silver empires crumble 

when time begins to swim 

when all the world lies half awake and mist is her disguise 

she carries all the colours of the river in her eyes 

from Let's Chase Stars Together: Poems to lose yourself in by Matt Goodfellow (Bloomsbury, 

2022) 

 

about:blank


For Key Stage One and Early Years: 

Please do not feed the ostriches 

sandwiches 

or the polar bears 

éclairs. 

Do not offer the wombats 

kumquats 

or the rattle-snakes 

fruit-cakes. 

Remember that piranhas 

are not allowed bananas 

or partridges 

sausages. 

Never approach a stork 

with things on a fork 

or the bustard 

with a plate of custard. 

No leopard 

likes anything peppered 

and meerkats 

dislike Kit Kats. 

Remember that grapes 

upset apes 

and meringues 

do the same for orang-utans. 

Most importantly– 

do not feed the cheetah 

your teacher. 

‘Please do not feed the animals…’ 

by Robert Hull 

 

 

 


