School Newsletter
Friday 15th October 2021
Morning Drop-off

All pupils (from
Reception to Year 6)
should arrive at school
between 8.40 and
8.50am. Teachers will
take the morning
register shortly after
8.50am. Please use
the green gate
entrance on
Rockingham Road.
Collection Times

All classes (Reception
to Year 6) finish school
at 3.15pm. Parents
should access the
school through the
Rockingham Close
entrance and then
walk through the KS1
playground to leave
through the green gate
on Rockingham Road.
PE Days:
All classes have set
days for PE and pupils
should come into school
wearing their PE kits on
these days (they do not
need to bring in their
school uniform to get
changed into after
these lessons).

School Photographer
Our school photographer will visit school on Tuesday to take individual
photographs. All pupils require their full school uniform on this day
(including a tie if they come to school wearing a white shirt). You can
view our School Uniform Policy on our website:
https://www.st-marys.hillingdon.sch.uk/page/?title=Uniform&pid=32
‘Black History Icons’ Workshops
Next week, all of our KS2 classes will take part in a ‘Black History
Icons’ workshop led by the Perform Theatre Company.
The children will be taken on a journey through Black History and
come face to face with iconic figures that have devoted their lives to
giving the black population equal rights. They will learn about Mary
Seacole and how she was rejected because of her race. Use drama
techniques, supported by music, to understand the lives of Nelson
Mandela and Martin Luther King. Bring to life characters such as Rosa
Parks and improvise scenes from the day of the bus boycott.
Short Parent Surveys
A big thank you to all the parents who completed our survey question
emailed home:
‘Is there any extra curriculum information that you would like to
see included on our school website?’
We appreciate all of the positive comments received and will try to act
on as many of your suggestions as we can - including the following:
 We will add a new children’s Mental Health page including
useful links to support agencies and charities.
 We will add more photographs of children completing a range of
activities across different curriculum areas.
 We will continue to use Google Classroom to set homework
activities but also use the platform to inform you of what your
child will be doing in class the following week.
If you would like a quick overview of what your child is covering in each
subject, each half term, you can view our class Curriculum Overviews
here:
https://www.stmarys.hillingdon.sch.uk/page/?title=Curriculum+Overviews&pid=86
End of this Half Term – INSET Day
We break up next week (end of the day on Thursday) for the half-term
holiday.
School will be closed on Friday 22nd October for our third teacher
INSET Day. All of our teachers will spend the day in school looking at
how we can develop pupils’ writing across each class. We will be
joined by literacy consultant, Jo Heffer, who will lead this training.

Parents’ Evenings
Our last remote Parents’ Evening took place yesterday – we hope you found your meeting useful.
We have an open door policy (after school) and teachers are happy to answer any further
questions that you may have.
Football Team
Last week, our Football Team played really well as a team resulting in a 1-1 draw against St.
Helen’s. A big well done to the team and especially Esmae (Year 6) who is the first girl to play for
our team (for at least the last 25 years)!
KS2 Panathlon
Yesterday our KS2 team represented our school at this year’s Inclusive Panathlon Competition.
The team completed six multi-skills activities including Kurling, skittles, goal shoot and target
shooting. All of the children who took part competed really well as a team and were awarded
runners up medals.

Can you identify this object?
What do you think this object is?
Why do you think it was made?
When was it made?
Who made it?
How was it made?
You may like to talk to your child about what they think this
object is - helping them to develop their enquiry skills. Older
pupils may like to do some research.
We look forward to hearing about what pupils think this object might be on Monday!
Last day to order school meals – will change
Please note: from the 27th October the last day to order school dinners will change from Sunday
to Wednesday.
Reception applications for children born between 01/09/17 and 31/08/18
The closing date for applications is Saturday 15th January 2022.
An email with information, links and an explanation on how to fill in the application online was sent
out on 23rd September.
Please note that you will also need to complete a paper form for St Mary's. The applications for St
Mary's are available at the school entrance and on the following link:
http://www.st-marys.hillingdon.sch.uk/page/?title=Admissions&pid=15
Secondary School Applications
The closing date for applications is Sunday 31 October 2021.
An email with information and an explanation on how to fill in the application online was sent out
on 8th September.

Story writing competition 2021
https://literacytrust.org.uk/communities/birmingham/schools/story-writingcompetition-21/

We are calling young writers (9 to 14 years old) from across the country to take part in our story writing
competition.
Your story can make a difference!
The competition is jointly run by the National Literacy Trust and the University of Birmingham. Following
on from the Heroes story writing competition in 2020, this year's topic is 'Water Stories.'
Water is a vital resource. It is precious and it is finite. With ongoing human interference in the water cycle
we are facing a global water crisis. There are increasingly extreme floods, droughts and water pollution.
“Major issues around water can be described as too much water, too little water, too polluted water”, says
David Hannah, Professor of Hydrology and UNESCO Chair in Water Science at the University of
Birmingham. Today, it is more important than ever to raise awareness of what water means to our society.
You can help by writing a story!
Michaela Mahlberg, Professor of Corpus Linguistics at the University of Birmingham says: “Telling stories
is a way of understanding the world. Stories can make people aware of problems that need tackling. Stories
can also help us think about solutions in a creative way”.
Prizes for schools and pupils
The competition is open to participants from all over the UK. Each school submission will have at least one
overall winner who is put forward for our shortlist and individual submissions will be shortlisted separately.
Our Student Literacy Champions will create our shortlist. A panel of experts, including prize winning author
Sita Brahmachari and exciting local ambassadors, will then choose a winner from the shortlist.

Prizes:


The top three stories will be published on both the Birmingham Stories and University of
Birmingham websites.



An exciting school visit from author Sita Brahmachari (Birmingham only)



A family ticket (2 adults and 2 children) for a T20 match next season at Edgbaston (fixture TBC).
(Birmingham only)



An iPad mini



A bundle of books



Certificate of participation for all entrants



The school with the most entries from pupils will receive a £40 Amazon voucher

Key information
Deadline for submission of the story: Monday 22 November
Winners will be announced: January 2022
Story length: 500- 750 words
The competition is open to participants aged 9 to 14 years old (years 5 to 9) from across the UK.
The competition is open to individual and school submissions, but each writer can only take part once.
Please submit to your class teacher via Google Classroom.

This is a national competition open to all our Year Five and Six
children.
However we know that we have many young budding writers in the
years below so we are holding a school competition to coincide with
the national competition. So if you have an appetite to write and
you are in Year One to Four we would love to hear your ‘water
stories’. Before you put pen to paper wait for further details in
school from Miss Gahan and news of exciting rewards.
Please submit your work via Google Classroom. We can’t wait to
hear your stories.

Miss Gahan

Please remember to access and use the real PE at home
website for great physical games and activities for the
whole family to enjoy and to push your child on with
their Physical Education! You can access the website by
typing in “real jasmine active” in google and it is the
very first website; or type the full address in:
https://home.jasmineactive.com/login.
All children have stuck in their username and password
to their reading record/homework diary. Enjoy!

COVID-19
Pupils should not come into school if they have symptoms, have had a positive test result or other
reasons requiring them to stay at home due to the risk of them passing on COVID-19.
If anyone in school develops COVID-19 symptoms, however mild, they will be sent home and they
should follow public health advice.

UPCOMING EVENTS
For a complete list of dates (including TERM DATES) – please visit our school website:
https://www.st-marys.hillingdon.sch.uk/
Date
th

19 October 2021
21st October 2021
22nd October 2021
25th October 2021
1st November 2021
1st November 2021
4th November 2021
11th November 2021
15th November 2021
16th November 2021
17th December 2021
4th January 2022
5th January 2022

Event
Tempest Individual Photos
Term Ends
Inset Day (school closed)
Half Term Break
School re-opens
YR2 Phonics Screening Check
Flu nasal vaccination /Reception to Year 6
Remembrance Day
Start of Friendship week
Lady Light House Show
Term Ends (please note the early finish 1.30pm)
Inset Day (school closed)
School re-opens

