School Newsletter
Friday 1st October 2021
Morning Drop-off

All pupils (from
Reception to Year 6)
should arrive at school
between 8.40 and
8.50am. Teachers will
take the morning
register shortly after
8.50am. Please use
the green gate
entrance on
Rockingham Road.
Collection Times

All classes (Reception
to Year 6) finish school
at 3.15pm. Parents
should access the
school through the
Rockingham Close
entrance and then
walk through the KS1
playground to leave
through the green gate
on Rockingham Road.

Our school entered into the Royal Mail Competition last academic year
and our designs contributed towards a Guinness World record title for
the most entries.
Here is the blog sent from the Royal Mail:
‘Congratulations to all the children at your school who entered, as
their designs contributed towards a GUINNESS WORLD
RECORDS™ title for the largest postage stamp design
competition!’
Prime Minister Boris Johnson said: “It is of great credit to the children of this
country that in world record breaking numbers they picked up their paintbrushes,
pens and paints and paid artistic tribute to the heroes of our coronavirus
response. Their brilliant efforts represent the collective gratitude of the nation to
everyone who went above and beyond during the pandemic. Congratulations to
all those who have made it to the next round and thank you to everyone who has
taken part.”

This is a copy of our school certificate:

PE Days:
All classes have set
days for PE and pupils
should come into school
wearing their PE kits on
these days (they do not
need to bring in their
school uniform to get
changed into after
these lessons).

Parents’ Evenings
Our Parents’ Evenings will start next week. These meetings will be an
opportunity to discuss how your child has been getting on and for you
to ask any questions that you may have. You should have received a
letter on Monday with further details. Please contact our school office if
you didn’t receive a letter.

Today marks the beginning of Black History Month.
On Monday, each class will begin researching a
significant BAME figure, or campaigner, decorating
their classroom door with the work they produce. We
will take photographs of these ‘Black History Doors’
and the upload them to the History Gallery on our
school website. Each class will study the significant
people listed in the table below.
We have also booked for our KS2 classes to take part
in a series of ‘Black History Icons’ workshops and a
virtual workshop with author Vanessa Taylor.
We have mapped diversity across our History
curriculum (as we don’t just want Black History
Month to be a bolt-on event every year). Please see
the ‘Embedding Diversity’ document on the History
page of our school website:
https://www.st-marys.hillingdon.sch.uk/page/?title=History&pid=52
Class
Significant BAME Figure (or campaigner)
EYs
Author: Atinuke
Yr1
Astronaut Mae Jemison
Yr2
Rosa Parks
Yr3
William Wilberforce and his work to abolish slavery
(Local link: he lived in Uxbridge from 1824 to 1826)!
Yr4
Emperor Septimius Severus (link to Romans topic)
Yr5
Baroness Floella Benjamin OBE DL - Windrush Story
Yr6
Walter Tull (link to WW1 topic)
Foreign Currency or Old British Coins
If you have recently been on holiday and have any leftover coins that you would be willing to
donate – please send them into school in an envelope marked ‘Finance Office’. Any coins will be
paid into our school bank account as a donation and the funds used to purchase much needed
resources. We are also happy to receive any old British coins. Thank you for your generosity in
advance.

Can you identify this object?
What do you think this object is?
Why do you think it was made?
When was it made?
Who made it?
How was it made?
You may like to talk to your child about what they think this object is - helping them to
develop their enquiry skills. Older pupils may like to do some research.
We look forward to hearing about what pupils think this object might be on Monday!

Reception applications for children born between 01/09/17 and 31/08/18
The closing date for applications is Saturday 15th January 2022.
An email with information, links and an explanation on how to fill in the application online was sent
out on 23rd September.
Please note that you will also need to complete a paper form for St Mary's. The applications for St
Mary's are available at the school entrance and on the following link:
http://www.st-marys.hillingdon.sch.uk/page/?title=Admissions&pid=15

Secondary School Applications
The closing date for applications is Sunday 31 October 2021.
An email with information and an explanation on how to fill in the application online was sent out
on 8th September.

Happy World Smile Day
Today, Friday the 1st of October is World Smile Day.
The idea of the day is to do a simple act of kindness
for someone to make them smile.
We all know the smiley face emoji.
Well, this is actually based on a design created by
an artist called Harvey Ball back in 1963.

Harvey originally created the smiley face design for a local company that wanted to boost the
morale of their employees. Over time, the design grew and grew in popularity until it became the
international symbol we all know today.
Harvey never copyrighted or trademarked the design, so, despite the symbol's enormous
popularity, the only money he ever made from the smiley face was the $45 he was initially paid for
it. Harvey maintained a philosophical attitude about this, and was happy to see his design
becoming used so much.
In the late 1990s, Harvey decided to that we should all set aside one day to simply smile and be
kind towards each other, which is how World Smile Day came about. On this day, we can forget all
our differences and just focus on being cheerful towards everyone we meet.

Happy world smile day to everybody. I know we are very proud of
our children and they all put a smile on our faces every day.
Have a good weekend

Please remember to access and use the real PE at home
website for great physical games and activities for the
whole family to enjoy and to push your child on with
their Physical Education! You can access the website by
typing in “real jasmine active” in google and it is the
very first website; or type the full address in:
https://home.jasmineactive.com/login.
All children have stuck in their username and password
to their reading record/homework diary. Enjoy!

COVID-19

Pupils should not come into school if they have symptoms, have had a positive test result or other
reasons requiring them to stay at home due to the risk of them passing on COVID-19.
If anyone in school develops COVID-19 symptoms, however mild, they will be sent home and they
should follow public health advice.

UPCOMING EVENTS
For a complete list of dates (including TERM DATES) – please visit our school website:
https://www.st-marys.hillingdon.sch.uk/
Date
th

Event

4 October 2021
4th October 2021

Start of Parents’ evenings
Start Black History Month

19th October 2021
21st October 2021
22nd October 2021
25th October 2021
1st November 2021
1st November 2021
4th November 2021
11th November 2021
15th November 2021
16th November 2021
17th December 2021
4th January 2022
5th January 2022

Tempest Individual Photos
Term Ends
Inset Day (school closed)
Half Term Break
School re-opens
YR2 Phonics Screening Check
Flu nasal vaccination /Reception to Year 6
Remembrance Day
Start of Friendship week
Lady Light House Show
Term Ends (please note the early finish 1.30pm)
Inset day (school closed)
School re-opens

