School Newsletter
Friday 5th November 2021
Morning Drop-off

All pupils (from
Reception to Year 6)
should arrive at school
between 8.40 and
8.50am. Teachers will
take the morning
register shortly after
8.50am. Please use
the green gate
entrance on
Rockingham Road.
Collection Times

All classes (Reception
to Year 6) finish school
at 3.15pm. Parents
should access the
school through the
Rockingham Close
entrance and then
walk through the KS1
playground to leave
through the green gate
on Rockingham Road.
PE Days:
All classes have set
days for PE and pupils
should come into school
wearing their PE kits on
these days (they do not
need to bring in their
school uniform to get
changed into after
these lessons).

Bonfire Night
Today, our children have been finding out about
Bonfire Night and how we remember the failed
attempt to blow up the Houses of Parliament by
lighting fireworks, bonfires and sparklers. Your
child can find out more about firework safety
and the Gunpowder Plot here (it mentions 2020 but the information is still
relevant). Year 2 pupils should be able to tell you a lot about this plot from
their Bonfire Night topic last half term:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/15351828
Grandparents URGENTLY Needed
Year 1 are urgently looking for any grandparents who would be willing to
answer some questions about their childhood - school, home, food, toys,
holidays, pocket money, etc. These questions would be posed by the children
and we could give visitors a copy of them beforehand. This could either take
place in person (we could use our school hall to ensure social distancing) or
remotely through Google Meet. Please let Miss Gahan (Yr1 teacher) know if
you (or a family member) might be able to help. Alternatively, please email
our school office:
office@stmarysuxbridge.org.uk
Thank you in advance.

Can you identify this object?
What do you think this object is?
Why do you think it was made?
When was it made?
Who made it?
How was it made?
You may like to talk to your child about what they
think this object is - helping them to develop their
enquiry skills. Older pupils may like to do some
research.

CLUE: It’s linked to Bonfire Night
We look forward to hearing about what pupils think this object might be!

Play Kitchen Toys
We are hoping to turn our KS1 Play House into more of a role play area
for children to use during their break times.
If you have any unwanted play kitchen equipment that you would be
willing to donate – we would love to hear from you. This could be
plastic/wooden ovens, washing machines, cupboards or kitchen play
equipment. Thank you in advance.
Farewell Mrs Young
It is with regret that we need to inform you that Mrs Young will be leaving our school at the
end of today. She has been a valued staff member for over 12 years. Mrs Young has
undertaken a range of roles including working in our school kitchen, cleaning after school and
more recently supporting Mrs Chavez in our office. We will miss her cheerfulness,
enthusiasm and eagerness to help parents, pupils and staff. Mrs Young has secured a
permanent position in a local office – we hope you will join us in wishing her all the best for
the future!
Football Team
Well done to the football team who beat St. Bernadette’s Primary 5-0 yesterday at Oak
Farm School.
Climate Change – Eco Committee
The UN Climate Change Conference (COP26) started in Scotland this week. Upper KS2 teachers
have been using various resources to get their pupils thinking and talking about the climate
challenge, including how climate change affects us, why this is a global emergency, how the public
can influence governments to take action and whether COP26 will successfully lead to positive
change. This included watching a press conference with Boris Johnson, where a group of children
put their questions about climate change and ideas for solutions. Our pupil Eco Committee also
met this week to discuss changes we can make at school.
We plan to plant a virtual Forest of Promises to grow a sustainable future! We will ask students to
create leaves with their promise to the planet and a message they want world leaders to hear at
COP26.

After School
Please can you remind your child to stay with you whilst walking through the playgrounds to leave
our school premises. We have seen a few pupils running ahead through the KS1 playground and
we would like to avoid any possible accidents in the future.
Reception applications for children born between 01/09/17 and 31/08/18
The closing date for applications is Saturday 15th January 2022.
An email with information, links and an explanation on how to fill in the application online was sent
out on 23rd September.
Please note that you will also need to complete a paper form for St Mary's. The applications for St
Mary's are available at the school entrance and on the following link:
http://www.st-marys.hillingdon.sch.uk/page/?title=Admissions&pid=15
Remembrance Day
Next Thursday is Remembrance Day – a day that is dedicated to remembering those who have
lost their lives in conflicts around the world.
We will hold a two minute silence on Thursday and our Year 6 pupils have made small wooden
crosses (decorated with poppies) to leave at the War Memorial in Uxbridge town centre.
Pupils can get a poppy from our school office for a small contribution (suggested donation of 50p).

Bedrock
Our ever-popular way of motivating KS2 students to work hard on Bedrock is back! Students who
earn 140 points, this half term, can win one of two Chromebook laptops or one of fifty £10
Amazon vouchers. Further details below:

Instrumental Lessons in School

COVID-19
Pupils should not come into school if they have symptoms, have had a positive test result or other
reasons requiring them to stay at home due to the risk of them passing on COVID-19.
If anyone in school develops COVID-19 symptoms, however mild, they will be sent home and they
should follow public health advice.
Please follow this link for our latest school COVID Risk Assessment:
https://www.st-marys.hillingdon.sch.uk/page/?title=COVID+Risk+Assessment&pid=97

Please remember to access and use the real PE at home
website for great physical games and activities for the
whole family to enjoy and to push your child on with
their Physical Education! You can access the website by
typing in “real jasmine active” in google and it is the
very first website; or type the full address in:
https://home.jasmineactive.com/login.
All children have stuck in their username and password
to their reading record/homework diary. Enjoy!

UPCOMING EVENTS
For a complete list of dates (including TERM DATES) – please visit our school website:
https://www.st-marys.hillingdon.sch.uk/
Date
th

6 November 2021
8th November 2021
11th November 2021
12th November 2021
15th November 2021
16th November 2021
26th November 2021
17th December 2021
4th January 2022
5th January 2022

Event
PTA: Last day to order Christmas cards and gifts with
personalised children’s designs
Please return filled PTA ‘Sweet Cups’ to school
Remembrance Day – Year 6 visit to Uxbridge War Memorial
Year 3 Early Man Workshop – Freshwater Theatre Company
Start of Friendship Week
Lady Light House Show
PTA Ecokids Clothes Collection
Term Ends (1.30pm)
Inset Day (school closed)
School re-opens

