
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Friday 10th June 2022 

 

Morning Drop-off 
All pupils (from 
Reception to Year 6) 
arrive at school 
between 8.40 and 
8.50am - at the 
Rockingham Road 
gate. Teachers will 
take the morning 
register shortly after 
8.50am.  
Pupils arriving at the 
main entrance (after 
this time) will be 
marked in the 
register as late. 

 

Collection Times 
All classes (Reception 
to Year 6) finish school 
at 3.15pm.  
Please use our  
1-way system: 
Parents should access 
the school through the 
Rockingham Close 
entrance and then 
walk through the KS1 
playground to leave 
through the green gate 
on Rockingham Road. 

 

P.E. Lessons 

All pupils (Years 1 to 6) 

get changed in school 

for their PE lessons. 

They have been asked 

to bring in their PE kits 

every Monday and then 

take them home again 

every Friday.  

 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 
We hope you enjoyed the recent break and the extended Jubilee weekend. 
We are looking forward to a busy half term ahead. The children have many 
activities to look forward to including mapping workshops, our end of year 
Sports Days, class assemblies and our Year 6 Leavers’ Production. 
 
Parent Book Looks 
It was lovely to see all the EYs and Year 1 parents who came into school, on 
Wednesday and Thursday, to look at their children’s books. We have planned 
further Book Looks on the following dates. We will open up the main 
entrance, at 2.45pm, on these days: 

Fri 10th June TODAY Year 2 

Mon 13th June Year 3 

Wed 15th June Year 4 

Thu 16th June Year 5 

Fri 17th June Year 6 

 
Year 6 – Activities this week 
Year 6 have had a particularly busy and fun week. 
On Monday, they took part in a workshop looking at the anniversary of 
D-Day. This session was led by a representative from the National 

Army Museum based at the museum in 
Chelsea, London.  
Tuesday: Pupils visited the Ufton Court 
Centre, in Reading, to find out about 
life as a child in WW2. The children 
arrived as evacuees from West London 
and were then met by Air Raid 
Precaution Wardens (as it may have 

been at Ufton in late 1940/early 1941). They completed a range of 
countryside jobs, explored Home Front artefacts, played traditional 
WW2 games and experienced what it might have been like in the Blitz. 
Wednesday: The children continued with their swimming lessons as 
well as practising their end of year Leavers’ Production. 
Thursday and Friday: The children have spent the last two days at the 
SPEC residential centre in Pinner completing a range of workshops 
and outdoor learning activities. They still have lots more upcoming trips 
and activities to look forward to. 
 

National Fieldwork Week 
Next week is the national Fieldwork Week. 
To help celebrate we have booked an Explorers 
Mapping Day for all classes (Year 1 upwards) on 
Tuesday. The day will start with an Arctic Explorers 
assembly in our school Hall. The mapping activities will 
range from reading maps to orienteering challenges. 

These sessions will go ahead, outside, even if it 
rains. All pupils require a rain jacket on Tuesday. 

 

School Newsletter 



 

Year 4 Government xTables Test 

‘The multiplication tables check (MTC) is statutory for primary schools in the 2021/22 

academic year. The purpose of the MTC is to determine whether pupils can recall their times 

tables fluently, which is essential for future success in mathematics. It will help to identify 

pupils who have not yet mastered their times tables, so that additional support can be 

provided,’ (Department for Education). 

Year 4 have been practising, for this test, throughout this week. They will take the official 

check early next week. 

Your child can get in some extra practise this weekend using their Rock Stars Login: 

https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school/student 

 

 
Writing Workshops – Banji Alexander 

 
St. Mary's is delighted to welcome writer Banji Alexander 
to our school on Friday 1st July.  He will be leading 
writing workshops with our KS1 and KS2 children. 
 
Who is Banji Alexander? 
Banji Alexander is an exciting new author, bursting onto the 
scene with his debut book, 'Lockdown Looms: Reggie's 
Birthday Party'. An International Politics BSc graduate, and a 
University College London/Institute of Education 
trained/qualified teacher, his arrival into the world of 
literature, promises to be one full of adventure, laughter, and 
linguistic prowess. A former teacher within higher education, 
and primary school practitioner, Alexander knows his 
audience well.  
 
There will be an opportunity to purchase one of Banji’s 
books (further details to follow).  

 

 

Sunday 17th July, 11am to 4pm 
Venue: Manor Farm Ruislip 

Drop in and take part in a variety of activities for all 

the family, to discover how we lived in bygone times:  

 Make a clay pot in prehistoric style 

 See the making of flint tools and how textiles 

were spun and dyed 

 Create music using the natural environment 

 Go on a discovery trail and find more about 

prehistoric Hillingdon. 

Cost: Free. Just drop in 

Find out more: archives@hillingdon.gov.uk 

 

https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school/student
mailto:archives@hillingdon.gov.uk


 

Mr Stringer 

We are looking forward to welcoming Mr Stringer back to school, on Monday, following his 

recent operation. Mr Stringer will initially teach Year 6 on a reduced timetable. 

 

WIN £1,000 to help your school rebuild their library 

plus a £100 National Book Token for yourself! 

Schools everywhere are doing their best to help children catch up with the months of learning lost 

during the pandemic, and yet reading for pleasure – which has been shown time and time again to be 

the single biggest indicator of a child’s future success – is falling off the agenda. A study by our 

friends Read for Good – a charity which raises money for books for schools and children in hospital 

by getting children reading for fun – found that 81% of schools didn’t have a separate budget for 

reading for pleasure, while almost three quarters of schools reported decimated library stocks due 

to unreturned books during lockdown or library resources being diverted elsewhere. 

It's time to get serious about reading for pleasure, and start rebuilding our schools’ libraries. We’re 

giving five schools £1,000/€1,000 of National Book Tokens each, plus membership to the School 

Library Association, to help them rebuild their range of books and encourage reading for pleasure 

now and for generations to come. 

Nominate your school using the form below, and if yours is one of the five winning entries, you’ll also 

win a £100/€120 National Book Token for yourself! 

Winners will be drawn at random after Friday 29th July and announced in September 2022. 

Enter at: 

https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools?utm_source=nbt&utm_medium=email&utm_content=nom

inate-your-school&utm_campaign=20220607_schools#win-1000-for-your-schools-library---form 

 

 

       The Greatest Show on Earth by Mini Grey  

Here we are at 4.6 billion years ago, and as we raise the curtain . . . 

the STORY OF LIFE is about to begin! (Yes, that's right - we're 

telling the story of the ENTIRE history of Planet Earth). 

 

"In the running for the greatest children's picture book about 

Earth . . . Grey's jokes and wild imagination elevate this far above 

the many non-fiction science titles for children" - THE TIMES. 

 

Take your seats for the ENTIRE history of Planet Earth, as we 

take a whistle-stop tour from the birth of Earth, to the age of 

bacteria, the era of dinosaurs . . . to the moment of people (blink 

and you'll miss it). 
 

 

 

 

https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools?utm_source=nbt&utm_medium=email&utm_content=nominate-your-school&utm_campaign=20220607_schools#win-1000-for-your-schools-library---form
https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools?utm_source=nbt&utm_medium=email&utm_content=nominate-your-school&utm_campaign=20220607_schools#win-1000-for-your-schools-library---form


UPCOMING EVENTS 
For a complete list of dates (including TERM DATES) – please visit our school website: 

https://www.st-marys.hillingdon.sch.uk/ 

Date Event 

Fri 10th June Year 1 Cake Sale – Naughty Friday (please bring your cakes to 

the school at drop off) 

Mon 13th – Wed 15th June PTA Toy Tombola Collections (please donate toys, books or 

fancy dress costumes in good condition) 

Fri 17th June Upper Early Years (Reception) Cake Sale – Naughty Friday 

(please bring your cakes to the school at drop off) 

Sweet Cups sent home in book bags (please fill with sweets) 

Mon 20th June Upper EYs Trip to Windsor Castle 

Year 6 Trip – Battle of Britain Bunker in Uxbridge 

Please return filled Sweet Cups to school 

Tue 21st June Non-Uniform & Crazy Hair Day in exchange for donating luxury 

items (bottles of wine, spirits, chocolates, toiletries etc.) 

Thu 23rd June Year 2 Assembly at 2.45pm 

Fri 24th June Eucharistic Procession in School at 2pm 

Nursery Cake Sale – Naughty Friday (please bring your cakes to 

the school at drop off) 

Tue 28th June Early Years Sports Day at 9am (School playground) 

Wed 29th June Main School (Years 1 to 6) – Sports Day from 9a.m. at 

Rockingham Recreational Ground 

Sat 2nd July (TBC) Summer Fair (TBC) – will only go ahead with more volunteers 

Tue 5th July Year 6 Transition Day 

Thu 7th July Early Years Assembly at 2.45pm 

Thu 7th July Year 6 – Go Ape – Black Park 

Fri 8th July (TBC) Summer Stalls (School Hall) TBC – if Summer Fair is cancelled 

due to low volunteer numbers 

Wed 20th July Last Day of Term – Early finish at 1.30pm 

Nursery Combined in the morning 

Thu 21st July Teacher INSET Day 5 (School Closed to Pupils) 

 

 

about:blank

