
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Friday 4th February 2022 

 

Morning Drop-off 
All pupils (from 
Reception to Year 6) 
should arrive at school 
between 8.40 and 
8.50am. Teachers will 
take the morning 
register shortly after 
8.50am. Please use 
the green gate 
entrance on 
Rockingham Road. 

 

Collection Times 
All classes (Reception 
to Year 6) finish school 
at 3.15pm.  

Please use our  
1-way system. 
Parents should access 
the school through the 
Rockingham Close 
entrance and then 
walk through the KS1 
playground to leave 
through the green gate 
on Rockingham Road. 

 

PE Days: 

All classes have set 

days for PE and pupils 

should come into school 

wearing their PE kits on 

these days (they do not 

need to bring in their 

school uniform to get 

changed into after 

these lessons).  

 

National Storytelling Week 
This week, each class has shared lots of stories as a part of the 
National Storytelling Week. Our youngest pupils also watched some of 
the CBeebies ‘Bedtime Stories’ read by some famous faces including 
Johnny Depp, Reese Witherspoon, Tom Hardy etc. 
You can also share these stories with your child online or through the 
BBCiPlayer: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b00jdlm2/cbeebies-bedtime-
stories 
 
British Council - International School Award 
Last week we were awarded the ‘International School Award’ by the 
British Council. We were given this award as a result of our work to 
embed an inclusive ethos across the school and into the wider 
community through the development of a more diverse History 
curriculum. 
You can find out more about this award here: 
https://www.britishcouncil.org/school-
resources/accreditation/international-school-award 

 
 
Children’s Mental Health Week 
Children's Mental Health Week is taking place on 7-13 February 2022. 
This year's theme is Growing Together. 
We will be encouraging children (and adults) to consider how they 
have grown, and how they can help others to grow. 
Further details can be found on the Place2Be website: 
https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/ 
 

History QM – GOLD Award 
Following on from our assessment visit 
last week, we are pleased to announce 
that we have been awarded the History 
Quality Mark Gold award in recognition 
of our ‘outstanding history provision.’ 
The assessors talked to lots of pupils 
during their visit and they were really 
impressed by their knowledge of topics 
and enthusiasm for the subject.  

The final sentence of their report reads:  
‘Most of all thanks go to the pupils I met during my visit who 
clearly love history and are excellent champions for the subject.’ 
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Additional Bank Holiday – Changes to Summer Term Finish 

In celebration of the Queen’s 70th year as monarch, there is an additional bank holiday 

arranged for this year. As a result, we will now break up for the Summer holiday one day 

earlier than previously planned. The last day of this academic year will now take place on 

Tuesday 19th July 2022 – at 1.30pm. Please visit our school website for a complete list of 

term dates: 

https://www.st-marys.hillingdon.sch.uk/page/?title=Holiday+Dates&pid=24 
 

 

Basketball Team – Hillingdon Champions 

Congratulations to our basketball team – proud winners of 

yesterday’s Hillingdon Basketball Competition. We are pleased to 

announce that they are now through to the London final. 

 

Football Team Result 

Our Football Team played St. Catherine’s Catholic Primary School 

on Wednesday. There were lots of near misses ending in a 0-0 

result. Well done to the pupils who played in this match and all the 

family members who came along to support our team. 

 

Safer Internet Day 

Safer Internet Day is celebrated globally in February each year to promote the safe and 

positive use of digital technology for children and young people, and to inspire a national 

conversation about using technology responsibly, respectfully, critically, and creatively. 

Safer Internet Day 2022 is on 8th February and will be celebrated with the theme ‘All fun 

and games - Exploring respect and relationships online’. 

To find out more about the online safety work we are doing in school, you may like to visit 

the ‘Online Safety’ page on our school website including a list of useful websites for parents: 

https://www.st-marys.hillingdon.sch.uk/page/?title=Online+Safety&pid=18 

 

Reminder 

Pupils should not come into school if they have are a continuous cough, or a high temperature, 

or a loss of, or change in, their normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia).  

If your child develops any of these COVID-19 symptoms, they should get a PCR test and 

remain at home at least until the result is known. 

Any child who comes into school with a continuous cough, or who has a high temperature, will 

be withdrawn from class and sent home (as specified in the latest NHS and government 

guidance) – please see the link below: 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/coronavirus-in-children/ 

Thank you for your support in helping to keep our school as safe as possible. 
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Voluntary Fund and Gift Aid 

As a Voluntary Aided (VA) school, St. Mary’s relies on parental contributions for financial 

support to improve the site and facilities. In fact, the government requires St. Mary’s 

schools to raise, as a minimum, 10% of the capital costs of any building works. 

Voluntary contributions therefore have a critical role to play in ensuring the school can 

continue to provide a high standard of facilities to our children. You can help further by gift 

aiding your donation The Gift Aid scheme is a brilliant way of increasing and maximising the 

kind donations made to the school. 

•   All UK tax payers can gift aid their donations. 

•   We can claim, from the Inland Revenue, 25p for every £1 you donate if you gift aid. 

You will shortly receive a request for donations for the School Voluntary Fund. Thank you to 

all our families who have already kindly donated this academic year. 

The school that we have today is testament to the generosity of you and previous 

generations of parents.  Please help us by donating to the voluntary fund and by gift aiding 

your voluntary contributions. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

For a complete list of dates (including TERM DATES) – please visit our school website: 

https://www.st-marys.hillingdon.sch.uk/ 

Date Event 

Mon 7th February Start of Children’s Mental Health Week 

Tue 8th February Safer Internet Day 

Fri 11th February Yr1 Remote Explorers Workshop – Greenwich Museum 

Fri 11th February Last Day of this Half Term 

Mon 14th February Start of the Half Term Holiday 

Mon 21st February Pupils return to school 

Tue 1st March Start of Women’s History Month 

Wed 2nd March Ash Wednesday Service 

Thu 3rd March World Book Day Celebrations 

Fri 1st April Last Day of Term (1.30pm Finish) 
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