
 

Marking and Feedback Policy 
St. Mary’s Catholic Primary School 

 
 

During the Lesson 
Staff should mark/check understanding, and progress, as pupils are working. TAs, as well as 
teachers, should check the children’s work and help them to clarify any misconceptions during 
each lesson.  
If a teacher, or TA, works with a group, or individual pupil, they should indicate the level of support 
given referring to the ‘Self-scaffolding Triangle’ e.g. Cl=Clueing. 
 
 

Pupil Self-Assessment 
At the end of every lesson, all pupils (from Year 1 upwards) should self-assess their 
understanding of the learning objective using a smiley face as follows- 

 Happy face: I fully understand 

 Straight face: I understand but need more practice 

 Sad face: I don’t understand 
Pupils from Year 2 upwards (more able Yr2 children from the beginning of the Autumn Term) 
should write a comment next to their choice of smiley face justifying their choice. 
 
Creative Writing 

 Pupils should stick a ‘Genre Checklist’ into their books – every Creative Writing lesson (at 
least every two weeks). 

 After completing their writing, the pupil and peer, should tick this checklist. 

 Pupils should write WWW (What Went Well) and EBI (Even Better If). Pupils need to be 
trained/guided to base these comments on the ‘Genre Checklist’. 

 Teachers should mark the work, tick the ‘Genre Checklist’ and then write a WWW and 
EBI (or a comment relating to the pupil’s self-reflection). 

 
 

Targets 
 At the start of the week, pupils must stick in their ‘Weekly Maths Target’ sheet (Focus 

Education Template). 

 Writing Target sheets should be stuck in at the front each pupil’s English book. These 
should be updated at the end of each half term based on teacher assessment. 

 
 

Stages in Teacher Marking 
1) Mark/correct each pupil’s work (this could be done during the lesson as the child is 

working). 
 

2) Stampers showing progress against the Learning Objective (every lesson): 
 

 ‘You’ve achieved your target’ – if the learning objective is achieved (Green stamp). 
 ‘You’re working towards your learning objective’ - if the learning objective is 

almost achieved (Amber stamp).  
 ‘You’ve not yet achieved’ – if the child didn’t achieve the learning objective e.g. if 

they made lots of errors in their work (Red stamp). 
 
 
 



 

3) Teacher comments and next-step marking 
 

 All marking should be related to the learning objective.  

 If a child shows a clear lack of understanding, there needs to be some kind of follow 
up work. The teacher could write ‘We will look at this together’ and then plan further 
support. Evidence of this follow-up support needs to go in the child’s book, e.g. 
correcting a question or a pupil comment. 

 DON’T write comments starting with ‘Try to’ or ‘Remember to’ give an instruction or 
command. 

 Praise effort (this could be done using House Points and/or stickers). 

 Use questions to clarify pupil understanding, or to challenge them further. Next-step 
marking should be done as appropriate but at the very least as detailed in the 
table below: 
 

Curriculum Area Next step marking should be done at least … 

English Once a week for every pupil 

Maths Once a week for every pupil 

R.E Once a topic for every pupil  

Science Once a topic for every pupil 

All other subjects Once a topic for every pupil 

  

Please Note: Next-step marking should take place more often if a pupil doesn’t 
achieve the learning objective e.g. they make lots of errors. 
 
 

Pupils Responding to Teacher Marking 
 

 Give pupils time to respond to teacher marking (at least 5 minutes at the start of every 
lesson). 

 Every lesson pupils should respond to their teacher’s marking as appropriate e.g. 

answering questions or following any instructions/commands. If they have not been 
given a next step they should initial the teacher comment to show they 
have read it. 

 Teachers need to acknowledge the pupil’s response to their marking e.g. tick any work they 
have corrected. 

 


