
Year 1 Curriculum Overview 
SUBJECT  

AREA 
TOPICS AND CORE TEXTS 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

English  
 
 

Cave Baby  
Narrative retellings 
 
Astro Girl 
Fact files about 
being astronauts 

I Want My Hat Back 
Story sequels 
 
Send for a Superhero 
Own version 
Superhero narratives 

The Comet 
Own version 
narrative 
 
The Odd Egg 
Non-fiction reports 

Stanley’s Stick 
Own version 
narratives 
 
The Sea Saw 
Own version 
narrative 

Lubna and the Pebble 
Own version gifting 
narratives 
 
Pig the Pug 
‘How to’ guides 

Dadaji’s Paintbrush 
Own version narrative 
 
The Magic Bed 
Own version fantasy 
stories  

Science  
 
 

Looking at Animals Using our Senses 
 

Sensing Seasons 
Everyday materials 

 

Everyday 
Materials 

 

Animal Antics 
Plant Detectives 

 

Plant Detectives 
Our Changing World: 
Plants 

  

Computing 
 

Online safety 
Exploring Purple 
Mash  
Number of Weeks – 4 
Tools Used – Avatar 
creator Paint Projects 
Writing Templates 
2Count (Pictograms) 
2Explore (Music) 
 
 
 

Online safety 
Grouping & Sorting 
Weeks – 2 Programs – 
2Quiz 
 
Lego Builders  
Weeks – 3 
 Programs – 2Quiz Paint 
Projects Writing 
Templates 
 

Online safety 
Maze Explorers 
 Weeks – 3  
Programs 2 Go 
 
Bee Bot 
 
(teach computing 
lessons Year 1) 
Lessons 1-6 (can be 
done over 3 weeks)   
 

Online safety 
Animated Story Books 
Weeks – 5 
 Programs – 2Create A 
Story 
 
iPads – Book Creator 

Online safety 
Coding  
Scratch Jr – Teach 
computing unit Year1 
 
Ipads  
 

Online safety 
Technology outside 
school  
Weeks – 2  
Programs – Writing 
Templates 
Pictograms 
 Weeks – 3  
Programs – 2Count 
2Connect 

History 
 

 My Family History 
What was life like 
when our 
grandparents were 
children e.g. toys, 
school? 

 The Greatest 
Explorers 
Who were the 
greatest explorers? 

 Great Inventions – 
Transport 
How did the first flight 
change the world? 
Why were the Rainhill 
trials important? 

Geography 
 

Our Local Area 
What’s it like where 
we live? 

 People and their 
Communities 
Where in the world 
do these people 
live? 

 Animals and their 
Habitats 
Where do our 
favourite animals 
live? 

 



Art 
 
 

Drawing:  
Making your make 
 
 

Painting and mixed 
media: 
Colour splash 
 

Sculpture and 3D: 
Paper play 

Craft and design: 
Wooden wonders 

  

DT 
 
 

Mechanisms: 
Making a moving 
story book  

Structures: 
Constructing a 
windmill 

Textiles: 
Puppets 
 

Mechanisms: 
Wheels and axles 

Cooking and 
Nutrition: 
Fruit and vegetables 
(refreshed and 
renamed Smoothies)  

• Celebrate KS1 
achievements in 
DT 

• Set an invention 
challenge with 
scrap material 

• Extra-curricular 
trips  

• Over flow time to 

complete units 

PSHE 
 
 

Being Me in My 
World 

Celebrating 
Difference 

Changing Me Dreams & Goals Healthy Me Relationships 

PE 1 
 

real PE  

Coordination 

Footwork 

& 

Static Balance 

One Leg 

real Dance 

real Gym 
Flight 

& 
Rotation 

 

real PE 

Coordination 

Ball Skills 

& 

Counter Balance 

With a Partner 

real PE 

Coordination 

Sending & Receiving 

& 

Agility 

Reaction/Response 

real PE  

Agility 

Ball Chasing 

& 

Static Balance 

Floor Work 

 

PE 2 

Net and Wall 

real Gym 

Shape 

& 

Travel 

real Dance 

real PE   

Dynamic Balance 

On a Line 

& 

Static Balance 

Stance 

real PE 

Dynamic Balance to 

Agility 

Jumping & Landing 

& 

Static Balance 

Seated 

Athletics 

Music 
 
 

Hey You Rhythm in the Way 
We Walk and The 
Banana Rap 

In the Groove Round and Round Your Imagination Reflect, Rewind & 
Replay 

 

 


