School Newsletter
Thursday 21st October 2021
Morning Drop-off

All pupils (from
Reception to Year 6)
should arrive at school
between 8.40 and
8.50am. Teachers will
take the morning
register shortly after
8.50am. Please use
the green gate
entrance on
Rockingham Road.
Collection Times

All classes (Reception
to Year 6) finish school
at 3.15pm. Parents
should access the
school through the
Rockingham Close
entrance and then
walk through the KS1
playground to leave
through the green gate
on Rockingham Road.
PE Days:
All classes have set
days for PE and pupils
should come into school
wearing their PE kits on
these days (they do not
need to bring in their
school uniform to get
changed into after
these lessons).

Half-Term Holiday Project: Black History Tube Map
Transport for London have teamed up
with the Black Cultural Archives to
launch the first ever Black History Tube
map, celebrating the rich and varied
contribution Black people have made to
London and the UK from Pre Tudor times
to the present day. From the woman who
founded Britain’s first major Black
newspaper (and co-founder of Notting Hill Carnival), to London-based
Georgian entrepreneur Cesar Picton. There’s plenty to be seen across
all lines!
Your child may like to look at this map and research some of the
people from our local area:
https://londonblog.tfl.gov.uk/2021/10/12/black-history-tube-map/

Each class spent this month
researching the life of a
significant BAME figure (or
campaigner for equal rights)
and then decorated their
classroom door with their
work produced. Photographs
of each door can be viewed
on our school website:
https://www.st-marys.hillingdon.sch.uk/gallery/?pid=52&gcatid=9
End of this Half Term – INSET Day
We break up today for the half-term holiday.
School will be closed tomorrow for our third teacher INSET Day. All of
our teachers will spend the day in school looking at how we can
develop pupils’ writing across each class. We will be joined by literacy
consultant, Jo Heffer, who will lead this training.
KS2 Panathlon
Last week our KS2 team represented our school at this year’s Inclusive
Panathlon Competition. You can view some photographs from this
event here:
https://www.st-marys.hillingdon.sch.uk/gallery/?pid=8&gcatid=3

WHAT IS THE NATIONAL SLEEP HELPLINE?
The Sleep Charity has launched a brand new National Sleep Helpline to ensure that everyone has
access to high quality, evidence-based advice.
HOW CAN THE NATIONAL SLEEP HELPLINE HELP YOU?
•
Run by a team of specialist trained sleep advisors
•
Offer you some practical strategies and recommend services that could help
•
Ensuring you understand how sleep plays an important part in your child’s mental health
and wellbeing
Telephone: 03303 530 541
Available Sunday - Thursday 7pm - 9pm
Win Sports Equipment for our School
Family First have teamed up with SportsDirect to supply a school with sports equipment
including footballs, cricket sets, rugby balls, hurdles, tennis rackets & balls, hockey sticks,
badminton sets, basketballs, rounders sets, high-vis training bibs, bean bags plus much more!
Parents can nominate our school for the prize using the link listed below:

Can you identify this object?
What do you think this object is?
Why do you think it was made?
When was it made?
Who made it?
How was it made?
You may like to talk to your child about what they think this
object is - helping them to develop their enquiry skills. Older
pupils may like to do some research.
We look forward to hearing about what pupils think this
object might be after the October break!
Last day to order school meals – will change
Please note: from the 27th October the last day to order school dinners will change from Sunday
to Wednesday.
Reception applications for children born between 01/09/17 and 31/08/18
The closing date for applications is Saturday 15th January 2022.
An email with information, links and an explanation on how to fill in the application online was sent
out on 23rd September.
Please note that you will also need to complete a paper form for St Mary's. The applications for St
Mary's are available at the school entrance and on the following link:
http://www.st-marys.hillingdon.sch.uk/page/?title=Admissions&pid=15
Secondary School Applications
The closing date for applications is Sunday 31 October 2021.
An email with information and an explanation on how to fill in the application online was sent out
on 8th September.

Story writing competition 2021
https://literacytrust.org.uk/communities/birmingham/schools/story-writingcompetition-21/

We are calling young writers (9 to 14 years old) from across the country to take part in our story writing
competition.
Your story can make a difference!

The competition is jointly run by the National Literacy Trust and the University of Birmingham. Following
on from the Heroes story writing competition in 2020, this year's topic is 'Water Stories.'
Water is a vital resource. It is precious and it is finite. With ongoing human interference in the water cycle
we are facing a global water crisis. There are increasingly extreme floods, droughts and water pollution.
“Major issues around water can be described as too much water, too little water, too polluted water”, says
David Hannah, Professor of Hydrology and UNESCO Chair in Water Science at the University of
Birmingham. Today, it is more important than ever to raise awareness of what water means to our society.
You can help by writing a story!
Michaela Mahlberg, Professor of Corpus Linguistics at the University of Birmingham says: “Telling stories
is a way of understanding the world. Stories can make people aware of problems that need tackling. Stories
can also help us think about solutions in a creative way”.
Prizes for schools and pupils
The competition is open to participants from all over the UK. Each school submission will have at least one
overall winner who is put forward for our shortlist and individual submissions will be shortlisted separately.
Our Student Literacy Champions will create our shortlist. A panel of experts, including prize winning author
Sita Brahmachari and exciting local ambassadors, will then choose a winner from the shortlist.
Prizes:
 The top three stories will be published on both the Birmingham Stories and
University of Birmingham websites.
 An exciting school visit from author Sita Brahmachari (Birmingham only)
 A family ticket (2 adults and 2 children) for a T20 match next season at
Edgbaston (fixture TBC). (Birmingham only)
 An iPad mini
 A bundle of books
 Certificate of participation for all entrants
 The school with the most entries from pupils will receive a £40 Amazon
voucher
Key information
Deadline for submission of the story: Monday 22 November
Winners will be announced: January 2022
Story length: 500- 750 words
The competition is open to participants aged 9 to 14 years old (years 5 to 9) from across the UK.
The competition is open to individual and school submissions, but each writer can only take part once.
Please submit to your class teacher via Google Classroom.
This is a national competition open to all our Year Five and Six children.
However we know that we have many young budding writers in the years below so we are holding a
school competition to coincide with the national competition. So if you have an appetite to write and
you are in Year One to Four we would love to hear your ‘water stories’. Before you put pen to paper
wait for further details in school from Miss Gahan and news of exciting rewards.
Please submit your work via Google Classroom. We can’t wait to hear your stories.
Miss Gahan

Please remember to access and use the real PE at home
website for great physical games and activities for the
whole family to enjoy and to push your child on with
their Physical Education! You can access the website by
typing in “real jasmine active” in google and it is the
very first website; or type the full address in:
https://home.jasmineactive.com/login.
All children have stuck in their username and password
to their reading record/homework diary. Enjoy!

COVID-19
Pupils should not come into school if they have symptoms, have had a positive test result or other
reasons requiring them to stay at home due to the risk of them passing on COVID-19.
If anyone in school develops COVID-19 symptoms, however mild, they will be sent home and they
should follow public health advice.

UPCOMING EVENTS
For a complete list of dates (including TERM DATES) – please visit our school website:
https://www.st-marys.hillingdon.sch.uk/
Date
st

21 October 2021
22nd October 2021
25th October 2021
1st November 2021
1st November 2021
4th November 2021
11th November 2021
15th November 2021
16th November 2021
17th December 2021
4th January 2022
5th January 2022

Event
Term Ends
Inset Day (school closed)
Half Term Break
School re-opens
YR2 Phonics Screening Check
Flu (nasal) vaccination: Reception to Year 6
Remembrance Day
Start of Friendship Week
Lady Light House Show
Term Ends (please note the early finish 1.30pm)
Inset Day (school closed)
School re-opens

