School Newsletter
Friday 26th November 2021
Morning Drop-off

All pupils (from
Reception to Year 6)
should arrive at school
between 8.40 and
8.50am. Teachers will
take the morning
register shortly after
8.50am. Please use
the green gate
entrance on
Rockingham Road.
Collection Times

All classes (Reception
to Year 6) finish school
at 3.15pm. Parents
should access the
school through the
Rockingham Close
entrance and then
walk through the KS1
playground to leave
through the green gate
on Rockingham Road.
PE Days:
All classes have set
days for PE and pupils
should come into school
wearing their PE kits on
these days (they do not
need to bring in their
school uniform to get
changed into after
these lessons).

Dear Parent/Carer,
All pupils (Years 1 to 6) took part in age/level appropriate tests this
week. These tests will be analysed by teachers, over the next couple
of weeks, to identify targets and appropriate support.
We will share the results with parents during the week beginning
Monday 10th January - at our next Parents’ Evenings.
Book Bags
We ask that all pupils do not bring big rucksacks or any other large
bags into school as we do not have the space, on the pegs, in our
corridor. All books, and other class equipment, should be carried in our
school book bag. Thank you for your help.
Christmas Productions KS1 and EYs
At this stage in the year, we plan to go ahead with face to face
Christmas Productions for both our KS1 and Early Years classes. We
will monitor the latest government guidance closely and will inform you
if anything changes.
We plan to hold separate performances for the parents of each class to
help reduce numbers (and to help with social distancing) in our school
hall. There is a limit of two adults from each family. We still have
COVID cases in some classes and are keeping the number of visitors
in school to a minimum. EYs and KS1 parents should have received an
email informing them of their class performance date. All performances
will take place at 2.30pm in our school Hall.
One World Week
The theme of next week’s One World Week is ‘Act Now for our
Children’s World’ with a focus on Climate Change and the COP26
Conference.
Each year group will look at a different environmental issue and then
present their findings at an end of week assembly. Class topics are as
follows:
 Year 6 - Deforestation and saving the rainforest
 Year 5: Global Warming and
climate change (saving energy in
school)
 Year 4: Plastic problem (reducing
plastic use in school)
 Year 3: Reduce, reuse, recycle
(how can we recycle more in school)?
 KS1: Wonders of our World - What should be
celebrated/protected in our World.
 EYs: Our Big Wide World
We’ve also booked the Freshwater Theatre Company to lead to
some ‘Environment’ workshops in school. It promises to be a
busy week!

Santa’s Grotto – Christmas Jumper Day
On Tuesday (30th November), each class will get the opportunity to visit Father Christmas in
his grotto (in our KS1 playground) and have their photograph taken with him. All pupils may
wear a Christmas jumper on this day - alongside their uniform and school shoes.
Healthy Schools – Lunch Boxes
As a part of our Healthy Schools
accreditation, we have been promoting
healthy messages in school (supported by
the Food Standards Agency). They have
produced this ‘Eatwell Plate’ which you
may find helpful when deciding what to
put in your child’s lunch box.
Further advice from the Food Standards
Agency can be found here:
https://www.food.gov.uk/businessguidance/the-eatwell-guide-and-resources
Fire Safety Workshops
This week, our Years 2 and 5 pupils took part in online Fire Safety workshops led by a
representative from the London Fire Brigade. These sessions included information about how
to keep safe and what to do in the event of an emergency.

Past Pupils – We need you?
Three of our Year 6 pupils would like to find out more about what our school used to be like
by talking to any grandparents who used to attend our school.
They have come up with about 8 questions that they would like to ask including the following:

 What lessons did you learn?
 What were the teachers like?
 What games did you play at break times?
They could either ask their questions face to face or virtually (we could send out a Google
Meet link to join a virtual interview).
If you know of anybody who may be able to help – please let Mr Ellis know through our school
office. Thank you.

Can you identify this object?
What do you think this object is?
Why do you think it was made?
When was it made?
Who made it?
How was it made?
You may like to talk to your child about what they think this object is - helping them to develop their
enquiry skills. Older pupils may like to do some research.
We look forward to hearing about what pupils think this object might be!

Absences
If your child has been absent and you have not done so already please could you follow up your
child’s absence with an email to office@stmarysuxbridge.org.uk or a letter in their bookbag. Even
if you have called or left a voicemail we need to have the absence in writing. Unfortunately, if we
do not receive this when the attendance data is sent termly to the Department of Education this
shows as an unauthorised absence and is publicised automatically on the pupil’s Annual Progress
Report at the end of the year. Over the next week we will be sending out text reminders but if it
could be made a routine it would save the office time in following absences up. Thank you for your
assistance.

PTA Raffle Tickets
If you would like any additional books of raffle tickets, these are available
from our school office. You can ask your child to collect these from the office.
Reception applications for children born between 01/09/17 and 31/08/18
The closing date for applications is Saturday 15th January 2022.
An email with information, links and an explanation on how to fill in the application online was sent
out on 23rd September.
Please note that you will also need to complete a paper form for St Mary's. The applications for St
Mary's are available at the school entrance and on the following link:
http://www.st-marys.hillingdon.sch.uk/page/?title=Admissions&pid=15
COVID-19
Pupils should not come into school if they have symptoms, have had a positive test result or other
reasons requiring them to stay at home due to the risk of them passing on COVID-19.
If anyone in school develops COVID-19 symptoms, however mild, they will be sent home and they
should follow public health advice.
Please follow this link for our latest school COVID Risk Assessment:
https://www.st-marys.hillingdon.sch.uk/page/?title=COVID+Risk+Assessment&pid=97

Please remember to access and use the real PE at home
website for great physical games and activities for the
whole family to enjoy and to push your child on with
their Physical Education! You can access the website by
typing in “real jasmine active” in google and it is the
very first website; or type the full address in:
https://home.jasmineactive.com/login.
All children have stuck in their username and password
to their reading record/homework diary. Enjoy!

UPCOMING EVENTS
For a complete list of dates (including TERM DATES) – please visit our school website:
https://www.st-marys.hillingdon.sch.uk/
Date
th

30 November 2021
3rd December 2021
10th December 2021
13th December 2021
15th December 2021
17th December 2021
4th January 2022
5th January 2022

Event
Santa’s Grotto: Christmas Jumpers
Children’s Toy Raffle/Tombola
Luxury Items Tombola
Christmas Stalls Week
Christmas Raffle Draw
Term Ends (1.30pm)
Inset Day (school closed)
School re-opens

