
Geography Vocabulary Progression 
St. Mary’s Catholic Primary School 

EYs Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Family, Friends and 
Festivals: 
Family, Friends, 
Festivals, Same, 
Different, Church, 
Religion, Memory, 
Photograph, Town, 
Street, Road and 
Address 
 

Our Local Area: 
Street, Road signs, 
Church, Map 
symbol, Address, 
Urban and Rural 
 

Journeys- Food: 
High Street, 
Product, 
Supermarket, Farm, 
Farmer, Local Food, 
Regional Food and 
Processed Food 

Climate and 
Weather: 
Weather, Climate, 
Equator, Season, 
Polar regions, 
Biome, Desert, 
Monsoon and 
Rain forest 

The Americas: 
Continent, Country, 
State, City, 
Hemisphere, 
National Park, 
Route 66, River 
Basin, Rainforest 
and Highway 

Europe – A Study of 
the Alpine Region: 
Mountain range, 
Fold mountains, 
Tectonic plate, 
Inhabitant, Tourism, 
Avalanche, 
Pollution, 
Avalanche, Alpine 
Region and The Alps 

South America – 
The Amazon: 
River basin, 
Rainforest, Climate, 
Settlement, Tribe, 
Indigenous, Shifting 
cultivation, 
Agriculture, Season, 
Deforestation and 
Sustainable 

Water and 
Weather: 
River, Sea, Weather 
vocabulary, 
Shadow, Ice, 
Melting, Season, 
Summer, Autumn, 
Spring and Winter 
 

People and their 
Communities: 
Beach, Coast, 
Rainforest, Remote, 
Equator, Tribe, City 
and Desert 

Seasons: 
Clouds, Wind, 
Seasons, Autumn, 
Winter, Spring, 
Summer, Weather, 
Forecast, Climate 
and Temperature 

Our World: 
Latitude, Longitude, 
Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, 
Southern 
Hemisphere, 
Continent, Sphere, 
Rotate and 
Tropics 

Rivers and the 
Water Cycle: 
River source, River 
mouth, Estuary, 
Stream, 
Evaporation, Water 
vapour, 
Condensation, 
Precipitation, 
Infiltration and 
Meander 

Changes in our 
Local Environment: 
Continent, United 
Kingdom, Capital 
city, County, 
Sustainable, 
Tourism, Aerial 
view, Enquiry, 
Climate change, 
Regeneration and 
Borough 

Global Warming 
and Climate 
Change: 
Climate, Global 
warming, Glaciers, 
Habitats, Mineral, 
Renewable, Non-
renewable, Marine 
life, Endangered 
species, Fossil fuels, 
Oceans and 
Pollution 

Change – Holidays: 
Holiday, Travel, 
Country, Aeroplane, 
World, Map, Beach 
and Seaside 
 

Animals and their 
Habitats: 
Continent, Equator, 
Ocean, Migration, 
North Pole, South 
Pole and Penguins 
 

Our Wonderful 
World: 
Mountain, Mount 
Everest, River, 
Ocean, Sea 
Desert, The Great 
Pyramid of Giza and 
Ancient 

Coasts: 
Erosion, Deposition, 
Tides, Beach, Cliff, 
Bay, Tourist, 
Tourism, Harbour 
and Trade 

Earthquakes and 
Volcanoes: 
Tectonic plate, 
Mantle, Rock strata, 
Earthquake, 
Volcano, Volcanic 
Eruption, Lava, 
Richter scale, 
Tsunami and 
Magma 

Journeys – Trade: 
Natural material, 
Man-made 
material, Import, 
Export, Trade, Raw 
materials, Biomes, 
Recycle, Reuse and 
Locally produced 
food 

Our World in the 
Future: 
Topographical 
features, Detached 
House, Semi-
detached House, 
Terraced House, 
Sustainable, Solar 
panels, Primary, 
Secondary, Tertiary 
and Quaternary 
Industry 

 


